THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI ==

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 2026

TIMES CITY

3

Saidulajab roads
reopen, tributes
paid to deceased

Tinmes News NeTwoss

New Delhi: At the site of the
devastating building collapse
that Killed six people and inju-
red 10 in south Delhi's Saidu-
lajab, the debris clearance
operation is in its linal stage.

Teams from NDREF, para-
military forces, the fire servi-
ces, police and MCD moved
through the ecordoned-off
area as excavators removed
portionsof the rubble.

With the operation dra-
wing to a close, roads that we-
re hlocked were reopened and
traffic returned to normal.

Thecollapse, which trigge-
red an intensive multi-agency
rescue effort, had drawn an-
xious crowds and families of
those trapped under the de-
brisover the past several days.

Members of the medical fra-
ternity and the Federation of All
India Medical Association (FAL
MA) organised a candlelight
march in south Delhi’s Gautam
Nagar on Tuesday evening to re-

Doctors, students
and locals gathered
with candles and

placards, paying
tribute to those who
died in the tragedy

member the two doctors who lost
their lives in the ragedy and to
pray [or the recovery of (wo
others whoare critically injured.

Doctors, students and resi
dents gathered with candles
and placards, paying tribute
to Ekta and Ravi Prakash Ver-
ma. Several participants held
up posters bearing the messa-
ge, “Hum nahi bhulenge (we
willnotforget)”. as they obser-
ved a moment of silence,

In a statement, FATMA said,
“The gathering paid heartfelt
tributeto the departed souls and
expressed solidarity with their
families during this difficult ti-
me. May the departed rest in pe-
ace, and may their loved ones
find the strength and courage to
bear this irreparable loss.”

The assoriation also called
for accountability and strong-
er measures to ensure the safe-
ty of buildings, saying that the
tragedy had shaken the com-
munity and highlighted the hu-
man cost of such negligence.

Building owner
in police custody
for three days

Koushiki.Saha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A court on Tues-
dav sent Karamveer Singh
Sejwal, the owner of the Saket
building that collapsed and
killed six people, tothreedays’
police custody:

Nirmala Singh, judicial
magistrate first class, reman-
ded Sejwal to three days of poli-
ce custody, although police had
asked for five.

Investigating officer Ajay
Kumar submitted that police
i.’HHt'IT]}" was r'u:;mn*rl o Irace
the co-accused persons, verify
the details of the ownership of
the building, to ascertain the
particulars of an earlier buil-
der and to recover the owners-
hipdecuments.”

“He's the owner of the bu-
ilding.... Weneed tosee the ow-
nership records. The other ac-
cused are absconding,” the po-
lice said incourt.

“The previous bullder also
did illegal construction. The
owner knows his name. We
want to track him down,” the
police said, adding that coordi-
nation with civic agencies was
required to examine how the
building plans were approved.

Sejwal was arrested on Mon-
day from his farmhouse in Va
sant Kunj. He owns several pro-
perties in Saidulajab.

Advocate Rajiv Mohan, ap-
pearing for Sejwal, said: "It was
an unfortunate incident and a
case was registered under Sec-
tion 106 (punishment for cul-
pable homicide not amounting
to murder), but so far no evi-
dence has come in yet."”

About recovering docu-
meants, the defence said Sej-
wals office was in the
building that collapsed and
the recordzs were buried under
thedebris.

During the probe, police
said they found no sanctioned
building plan or other docu-
ments, confirming the struc-
ture was illegal. Sources said
Sejwal earned nearly Rs 2.5
lakh in rent from each floor of
the building.

8 Properties In South Zone
May Be Sealed And Razed

MCD Also Readies Plan For Action Against 81 Identified Bldgs

Neha.Mishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Days aflter the
Saidulajab building collap-
g, MCD has 1ssued notices
on eight properties in the Qi-
la Rai Pithora-Sakel area
and ispreparing adraft outli-
ning the action required aga-
inst & identified buildings
found tobe inviolation of bu-
ilding norms.

Officialssaid the exercise
will be expanded to other
partsof thecity,

Abhout the eight properties
facing the notices, south zone
deputvcommissioner Rakesh
Kumar told TOI, “The next
step will be the sealing of the
properties, followed by demo-
lition. Property owners are
being given time according to
legal provisions, including an
opportunity to approach the
court if they wish. Unce the
notice period is over, action
will be taken.™

Regarding the 81 proper-
ties, officials are preparing
reports to determine the na-
tureof the violations and the
action required in each case,
Eumar added.

“The {irst priority is to
conduct a joint survey with

;

The: ar:t:i_nn fﬂllnw;' the building cuila pse in Saket that killed six

Ariiessiks Kagls

Delhi Development Authori-
tv (DDA). We will coordinate
with DDA and carry out the
survey immediately so that
action can be taken in comp-
liance with court directions.
Once this exercise is comple-
ted, we will examine other
areas,” he said

On the court’s direction,
DDA and MCD were asked to
conduct a survey and take
appropriate action.

DDA sald that as per re-

cords with its south zone
engineering wing, there is
no vacant DDA land or hou-
sing pocket in Qila Rai Pitho-
raunder its jurisdiction. The
authority said the only DDA.-
developed property in the vi-
cinity isSFS Flatsat Saidula-
jab opposite Saket metro. It
added the area surrounding
Rila Kal Pithora is a built-up
private colony

MCD said it responded
immediately alter receiving

information about the buil-
ding collapse on May 30.

The civic body said thai
after the south zone control
room got information about
the collapse at 7.55 pm, engi-
neers and other staff mem-
bers were immediately depu-
ted to the site. Trucks and
JCBs weredispatched witho-
ut delay. The MCI) team rea-
ched the site at 830 pm bui
was initially denied entry as
the area had heen cordoned
off by police, it said.

The collapsed structure
had a basement, ground flo-
or, first floorand second floor
constructed about 12-13 vears
ago, while the third and fo-
urth tloors were reportedly
added in recent years. The
building was located in an
unauthorised colony: It isnot
among the 1511 colonies
identified for regularisa-
tion, MCD said.

MCD officials were gran-
ted access to the site around
10,30 pm on May 30, following
which they joined the rescue
operation.

The civic body said pre-
cautions were taken to secu-
re the adjolning buildings
and residents were advised
Lo stay away [rom the area.

Next thing I remember is waking up to
sound of sirens: Building collapse survivor

»Continued from P1

" omehow, we kept tryving. And when
\ he checked, there wasno network,”

v/ said Vishal.

In and out of consciousness, he lost
track of time. “The next thing I remem:-
ber is waking up to the sound of sirens.
It must have been around 9pm. Soon,

VISHAL SAYS

rescue teams located me.” But locating

him was just the beginning. “They first
managed tocut and lift the pillar crush-
ing my right leg,” he gaid. “As they re-
moved the debris, they told me that
moving another piece resting on my left

legcould be dangerous.”

“Mv mind was fogped,” Vishal added.
*Most of my body had already been freed
by then,” hesaid, pausing. “ | thought | was
definitely going to survive. So [ told them,
‘pehle Anuj ko nikalo (save him first)’.”

Il injured as cylinder blast
leads to building collapse

Tinaes News Netwonrk

New Delhi: Eleven people
were Inmjured after an LPG
cylinder exploded inside a
gingle-storey house, causing
it to collapse in northwest
Delhi’'s Mukundpur on Tues-
day morning.

Four of the victims suffe
red 40% to50% burn injuries.

The house was being used
as a utensil colouring and po-
lishing unit and also to refill
LPG cylinders. Police said
the workers were transfer-
ring gas from larger cylin-
ders into smaller ones when
the blast occurred, followed
by a fire. The foree of the ex-
plosion is believed to have
brought down the already we-
akened structure HIH'T"E'HI
across 250 square yards.

Police seized 84 cyvlinders
from the spot and apprehen-
ded two people: Sudhir Rai
and Harkesh Bahadur The
former, who was using the
premises for coating utensils,
allegedly stored 38 cvlinders.
Harkesh, who is the brother
of the owner of the house, al-

legedly stored 46, DCP Ha
reshwar V Swamisaid.

A case under Sections 287
of BNS (negligent conduct
with respect o [ire or com-
bustible matter) and 125 (en-
dangering life or personal sa-
fety of others) was registered
at Bhalswa Dairy police sta-
tion. Another case under Sec
tions 3/7 of Essential Com-
modities Act wasregistered.

Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
received a call at 9.98 am re-
garding the house collapse in
alane in Ishu Vihar, Mukund-
pur-Il. A fire tender and two
water bowsers, along with
around 20 firefighters, were
rushed to the spot.

Several workers were
found trapped under the de.
bris. Locals, cops and

firefighters pulled them out
and took them to hospital.
JCHs were deployved to
remove the rubble. Teams
from National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF), DFS
and police later combed the
spaot to ensure that no one re-
mained trapped.

Locals claimed thev lod-

god repeated complaints abo-
ut evlinders being stockpiled
in the house, but no one paid
heed. “My six-month-old son
was oulside with my mother
when the blast took place”
Rohit Chaudhary, a local. sa-
id. “We were once told the
unit had been shut down, but
work inside it never stopped.
For over two vears, hazardo-
us activities were going on in
the middleof arvesidential co-
lony, pulting everyone at
risk,” he added.

Another resident said,
“We were sitting outside
when we heard a loud blast,
For a moment, it felt like an
earthquake. People in the ho-
use that collapsed lnoked in
bad shape: one person’s skin
was peeled off, another's face
was barely recognisable and
therewas blood everyvwhere.™

The injured are Aman Ku-
mar(18), Deepa (35), Akhilesh
(38), Love (18), Arif (47) and
Kalpana (30). Sofia Khatoon
{25). Chandan (28), Shyam (30)
and Vivek (40) suffered severe
burn injuries. Another per-
son couldn’t be identified.

2027 economic census to map all
business establishments in city

AlokKNMishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi govt will
undertake the eighth econo-
mic census next Yedr alter the
completion of the national
population census, the se-
cond phase of which is likely
tokick ofT next Feh.

The Centre's ministry of
statistice and programme
implementation has designa-
ted Delhi govt's directorate of
economics and statistics as the
central nodal agency for the
enumeration of all business
establishments, including tho-
s in the informal sector:, Tt will
collect data on economic acti-
vities, ownership patterns and
employment generation.

“Delhi’'s districts shall func-
tion as sub-agencies for the
implementation of the census
and related statistical activiti-
es,” according to the planning
department’s June 1 order,

The economic census 1s a
comprehensive exercise under

which all business and econo-
mic establishmenis operating
across the city [rom large
companies and faclories (o
amall shops, street vendors, ser-
viee providers and home based
enterprises like coaching cent-
res and pickle-making units
will be enumerated.

Important information
about these establishments,
such as the type of activities
they undertake, the number of
people they employ and their
Incations will be collected.
This data will help policy ma-
kers understand the city's bu-
giness and economic situation
as well as potential and help
them in better economic plan-
ning. framing of policies, emp-
lowvment generation, infrast-
ructure development and deli-
very of public services.

*The statistical officers
and assistants posted in dis-
trict offices under the revenue
department are hereby direc
ted to look after and coordinate
the work assigned by the direc-

torate... in addition to their ex-
isting duties, so as (o ensure
smooth and timely implemen-
tation ol the aloresaid work at
district level as per guideli-
nes/ instructions issued...
from time to time on priority
basis,” stated the order,

An official said the details
related totheeconomic survey;
such as the schedule for prepa
ratory work, training of the
manpower involved, start of
the census, a list of questions
that will be asked and how in-
formation will be collected
will be gshared in due course.

“The process will largely
resemble the population cen-
sus. Under the economic cen-
s118, there will he doorto-door
visits covering every locality
in the city Trained enumera-
tors will go to the establish-
ments to collect information
on their economic activities,
ownership, employment and
operational status. The data
willthen besafely stored, ™ said
the official.

Delhi to Raipur:
AIIMS teams pull
off real-time
robotic operation

AnujaJaiswal@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: A patient undergo-
ing robotic gallbladder surgery
at AIIMS Raipur recently had
an unusual advantage. An ex-

pert surgeon sitting over L00O0

km away in Delhiwas virtually
present in the operating room,
guiding critical steps of the
procedure in real time.

In a first-of-its-Kind collabo-
ration between AIIMS Delhi
and AITMS Raipur, surgeons
used a telepresence platform
integrated with a robotic sur-
gery system to connect opera-
ting teams across cities, allo-
wing specialists to discuss sur-
gical decisions, review anato-
my and mentor colleagues live
during the operation

The procedure brought toget-
her Dr Sunil Chumber, head of
surigiical disciplines at AlIMS
Delhi, and the ALTMS Raipur sur-
gical team led by Dr Debajvoti
Mohanty, professor, and Dr Tri-
dip Dutta, additional professor,
department of general surgery

The procedure imvolved the

removal of the gallbladder

through robotic-assisted sur-

gery. While surgeons in Rajpur
performed the operation, Dr
Chumber remotely observed
the procedure and interacted

continuously with the opera-
ting team, offering guidamce
during crucial stages such as
tissue dissection and identifi-
cationol vital structures.

The development points to
a future where specialist exper-
tise may no longer be limited by
geography Instead of (ravel-
ling long distances for training
or consultation, surgeons at
hospitals across the country
could potentially connect in-
stantly with leading experts
during complex procedures.

The collaboration also
highlights the rapid expansion
of robotic surgery in India. Al-
IMS Delhi has already perfor-
med over 1,000 robotic-assisted
surgeries and is increasingly
using its experience to support

other centres. According to Dr

Chumber, the exercise allowed
the Delhiteam to share its expe-
rience and support critical ope-
rative steps to help avoid comp-
lications during the procedure.

Experts say such technology
could be valuable for govt hospi-
talg in smaller cities, where ac.
cess to specialised surgical ex-
pertise is often limited.

| just want strict action against
illegal buildings. How many
more people have to die before
something changes?

'—

Vishal, like many other witnesses,
said that the rescuers lacked resources.
“They were doing evervthing they
could,” he said. “But it was clear they
were also scrambling for equipment.”

Once he had been taken out of the
rubble safely, Vishal said he was asked
for his name and contact details of his
familv. "l kept losing consclousness
even then. | remember a cop managed to
retrieve my phone nearby. while [ gave

them my details.”

Rushed in an ambulance, he said,
“reality completely set in when I finally
made it tothe hospitalaround 11pm”. He
15 recovering with multiple fractures,
while Anuj remains eritical, fighting
for hislife in the ICTL

Standing beside Vishal's bed, feeding
him lunch was his elder sister; Lovely De-

vi, who rushed to Delhi from Kanpur af-

CNG Pump Dealership Notifications

ter being contacted by his friends, Hisex-
am isscheduled for January next yvear, As
he clutched a hospital blanket and looked
at his heavily bruised and swollen legs,
Vishal said the collapse should serveasa
wake-up call. "I just want strict action
against illegal buildings,” he said. “How
many more people have to die before
something changes?! How many more
such incidents will it take before this
problem is finally solved™

WWW.chngpump-kusdealerchayan.in

CM, German dignitary discuss tie-ups
New Delhi: CM Rekha Guptaon Monday held talks with German
state of Thuringia's minister-president, Mario Voigt, at DelhiSe-
cretariat, where thev explored avenues for deeper cooperation in
areas such assmart urbandevelopment, digital gover nance, skill
development and environmental technologies.

They discussed opportunities to strengthen collaboration in
sustainable infrastructure, innovation-driven governance, ta-
lent mobility, education and workforce development.

Gupta said that under the leadership of PM Narendra Modi,
the India-Germany partnership continues to grow stronger
across diverse sectors. “Delhd is proud to contribute to this sha-
red journey of innovation and sustainability ™ she added. s
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NOTICE FOR APPOINTMENT OF REGULAR /RURAL
RETAIL OUTLET CNG PUMP DEALERSHIP

www.cngpump-kusdealerchaya.in proposes to appoint Retail Outlet dealers a

vanous locations of india.

The detaled Advertisement

and Brochure

are avalable in the website

www.cngpump-kusdealerchayan.in

Application for Retal CNG Pump Dealership Opening Date for On-line

Registration Date 03.06.2026 to Last Date is 31.07.2026 Application fee 15 to be
deposited online through Phone Pe, Google Pay, Net Banking, IMPS, UPI If your name
does not come inthe draw the application fee will be refundable wathin 14 days

The facility for submission of on-line application will be withdrawn immediately after the cut-off date
as mentioned above

APPLICATIOL IN, THEIR OWN INTEREST, SHOULD CAREFULLY GO THROUGH THE
“BROCHURE AND UNDERSTAND CONDRIONS OF SELECTION BEFORE SUBMITTING
THEIR APPLICATION.

The

Corporation

reserves  the

nght

to cancelwithdraw/amend this

advertisement or extend the due date at its sole discretion without assigning any reason.

In case of any discrepancy in advertisement published in English Newspapers ws-a-
vis vemacular details, the direction/ Information Indicated in English paper would prevail

Comgendum,

It any waill

be published

only In the website

www.cngpump-kusdealerchayan.in

Four purchase of Brochure and any information with regard to the adverlisement, canddales

may contact the following address:
support@cngpump-kusdealerchayan.in
Sr. N. | Advertisement for State /UTs Division 1 Helpline No.
1. For All Indian State and Union Delhi and mumbai | 022-48903512
Terrltorles




